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told an EMS driverthathe
was t€xtingpriortotle
wreclt' said Dallas lawver
ToddClement

Clement represented the
family of the women killed
last year outside Sherman.

see LAWYER page 28
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Lauryer Ban cell
use driving on job
Jtwas more like an orplo-
I sionthanacollision.
I Theworktrucl<'scruise
control was set at 7l miles an
hour, and the driver never
touchedthebrake.

Acalaheadofhimwas
suopped in the high$aay,
waiting to make a left hrm.
A3O-year-oldwomanand
her 82-year-oldgrend-
motherwerekilledinan
instant

'lhe driver sai4.I never
sawthemiAndthoughhe
would dispute itlater, inthe
aftermath ofthe accident, he
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offault, the phone use greatly
affectedthe case.

"The tie is always goingto
gotothe guywhowasnton
the phonej' Clement said.

And this is an areawhere
juries seem especially eager to
issue 

nsend-a-message ver-
clictsi he saitl - turning their
displeasure over cellphones
into huge monetary awards.

He speaks to corporate
and trade groups and at safetY

conferences, not only urging
businesses to ban cellphones
in cars but also to follow uP

the policy with aggressive

education and enforcement.
"Thisis goingtobe an

education process just like
seatbelts j' he said. "Remem-
berwhenwe all sat on our
seatbelts? Do you even think
about it now when you get in
your car andbuckle up?"

Clement said there is sim-
ply no doubting the dangers
at this point. Study after
studyhas confirmedit.A
2009 Virgrnia Tech study
concluded that cellphone
users are at least six times

more likely to be involved in a
fatal crash.

ATexas Tfansportation
Institute study released in
October found that texting
drivers were lltimes more
likdto miss visual cues.

"It's called'inattention
blindnessi " Clement said. It's
probably what happened in
the Cable ONE crash. "It's in
your vision, but you just never
see itl

There's a strange pa,radox,

however. "Tirlking on a cell-
phone while driving is some-

thing that most people want
to do themselves but badly
want others to stop/ Clement
said.

That's whyhe believes
corporate bans and aggressive

enforcement will have to be
the first major step in chang-
ingbehaviors.

I asked Clernent about his
ownbehaviorbehindthe
wheel.

"I never texted or emailed,
butl was aphoneuserihe
said.'t{ow I just can't. And I
donti'

Larnryer: Ban vehicle cell use on the job
Continued from PagelB

Hewon a confidential settle-
ment forthem from the other
driver's company. And Clem-
enthas been on a national
campaign ever since to ban
cellphone use in movingvehi
cles.

uThis case affected me
morethan anyotherinmY
life," the 49-year-old lawyer
said. 'A 3-year-old and a 9-
year-old lost their mom. A
husband lost his wife of 62'
years and had to go into a
nursing home immediately
afterthe accidentl

On Tuesday, the National
Tbansportation Safety Board
unanimously lecommended
that states outlaw cellphone
useu;hile driving. And Clem-
ent supports that move. But
he travels the countryurging a
step that would have a huge

andmuchmoreimmediate
impact.

"Businesses have to bart
this activity. That's the only
way they can protect them-
selvesi he said.
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TODD
CLEMENT
supports
the NTSB's
move.

Thatgoes
againstthe
tide, ofcourse.
Moreand
more ofus use

ourvehicles as

mobileoffices.
The driver
whohitClem-
ent's clients
workedfor
CableONE,a

major provider of cable,

phone and Internet service.

He drove apickup ownedby
the company.

Butwhetherinvolving a

companyvehicle or not the
lawis clearthat abusiness is

liable when an employee on
thejob causes an accident,
Clement said. And cellphone
use not only makes a crash far
more likely, it also hrreases
the likelihood ofbeing fountl
atfault, he said.

Clement just setded a cnse

in which two truclis collideil
in a Kansas snowstorrn" One
driverwas onthe phone" The
other wasrt't. And though
there was little otherevidence
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